
A VISIT TO PEARAKANDI IN BANGLADESH  

This is the story of my great grandfather who was an honourable Bangladesh citizen whose name has 

become lost in the denizen of time.  I visited his original village and found that the people were poor, 

uneducated and extremely vulnerable. 
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Nabinagar in the map of Bangladesh 

Nabinagar is an Upazila of Brahmanbaria District in the Division of  Chittagong, Bangladesh.  

The 1991 Bangladesh census, Nabinagar has a population of 512,522. Males constitute 50.56% of 

the population, and females 49.44%. The population of those aged 18+ is 274,748. Nabinagar has an 

average literacy rate of 59% (7+ years), while the national literacy rate averages 32.4%.  

Brahmanbaria District consists of Akhaura, Bancharampur, Brahmanbaria Town, Kasba, Nabinagar, 

Nasirnagar, Sarail & Ashuganj. 

The Weekly Titasher Khabar is a local newspaper serving the Nabinagar Upizila region at this present 

time. 

Nabinagar- Pearakandi was the home of Nawab Sirajul Islam, (1845-1923) who was a lawyer and 
social-worker. In his time, it was a flourishing village under Nabinagar Upazila of Brahmanbaria 
district. His father Kazi Mohammad Kazem was said to have been a Sadr Amin (revenue-judicial 
officer) under the British Company government.  

The history of this amazing man is that he was the first Muslim man to graduate in his area.  He joined 
the Calcutta University and in 1870 at the age of 25 passed with honours and achieved the highest 
accolade in the country as a Muslim graduate.  Calcutta University was established in 1857and was 
the only University covering the area of Bengal, Assam, South Bengal and Middle India.  Between 
1857 and 1870 no Muslim student had been able to graduate from the University.  Later, the Nawab 
obtained the BL degree and joined the Calcutta High Court Bar in 1873.  

In 1885, he was elected an Assistant Secretary of the Central National Muhammedan Association.  
Earlier, he had been elected a Commissioner of the Calcutta Municipality in 1875. In 1893 and 1902 
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he worked as a nominated member of the Bengal Legislative Council.  Sirajul Islam was an honorary 
member of the Bengal Provincial Educational Conference, in those days an influential forum for 
moulding public opinion. He was also a nominated member of the Calcutta University Syndicate. 

In appreciation of his services to his community and to the British Raj he was conferred the title of 
'Nawab' in 1911. Earlier, he had received the title of 'Khan Bahadur' in 1887. Nawab Sirajul Islam died 
in 1923 in Calcutta and is buried there.  

 Nawab Sirajul Islam sitting right 

Sirajul Islam was handsome, fine looking with fair complexion.  He had a French Cut beard and had 
impeccable manners which enamoured everyone who came across him.  He had an excellent 
command of the English language and many Hindu and English Advocates held him in high regard in 
the profession. 
 
In 1883 for the first time he started working in philanthropic organisations and for the public and social 
contribution received the title of Khan Bahadur in 1887.  After receiving this public work multiplied 
many fold. The following list shows some of the work he did: 
 

1.  Bengal Legislative Council – Chittagong Branch (1893-95) 
2. Same (1902-1905) 
3. Calcutta Corporation (1903) 
4. Nagar Council (1887) 
5. Calcutta Corporation General Committee (1903) 
6. Fellow of the Senate Art & Science Faculty Calcutta University (1883-1903) 
7. Member of the Calcutta University Syndicate (1896) 
8. University New law Senate (1893) 
9. Presidency Magistrate & Justice of the Peace Calcutta City (1885) 
10.  National Mohammadan Committee shachib (1803) 
11. Association for Mohammadan Female education Chairman (1889-90) 
12. East Bengal Association – Joint Chairman (1889-90) 
13. Tripura Female Education Chairman (1884) 
14. Mohammadan Varience Board Chairman (1885) 
15. Presidency Village Visitor (1887) 
16. Text Book Committee Chairman (1894) 
17. East Bengal Mohammadan Association Joint Chairman (1905) 
 

For his philanthropic work he received the title of Nawab from the British Government.  He was the 
second person to receive this title after Begum Faizunessa Chowdhury of Comilla Zamindar.   

 
However, after the death of his mother he never returned to Pearakandi, and his social work remained 
restricted in the Calcutta society.  As a result his home remained undeveloped for the rest of time; and 
his village didn’t receive any of the benefits enjoyed by this illustrious son of the Comilla soil.  There 
has been no development in Pearakandi and the educational institutes remained outside the scope of 
the village.  In his time the only way to get access to his village was a few miles South in the river 
Meghna where the steamer would stop.  There was not even a road to reach this route.   
 



  The remains of the Nawab Bari (house) 
 
My first visit was in 2003 and The Nawab Bari seemed hardly that; it wasn’t grand or even impressive 

but quite the opposite.  It seemed as if the relatives of the Nawab had forgotten this place where they 

had originated from.   The people who lived in the Nawab Bari now were extremely poor and 

unemployed.  The women and children looked decidedly underprivileged.    

We met our father’s cousin Monirul Islam and his wife who had 8 daughters and 4 sons.  Ariful Islam 

who had befriended me was one of the youngest children.  All the daughters were married and living 

in their husband’s home.  The old couple was alone in their house, but they extended their hospitality 

to us with warmth and generosity.  This is what geared me into doing something for this area, in a 

remote part of Bangladesh untouched by modern facilities. 

PROJECT PEARAKANDI: 

It is my wish to help the people of Pearakandi to develop a decent living condition in this village.  Our 

family members have scattered all over the world and live in USA, Canada, UK & Australia.  They 

haven’t any idea where their roots are.  The photos we took will give you some idea of the place, but 

you need to come and see it for yourselves.  It is my idea to develop this area with the help of my 

cousins and friends who live abroad and give these people some future to look forward to and decent 

living conditions.  Please use your donations, Sadqa and Zakat to help this project in Pearakandi.  

Even a pound will help me to collect and send it to the area. 



 This area needs development. 

Monirul Islam is the direct descendant of Nawab Sirajul Islam and is the son of one of the three 

brothers of the Nawab.  He and his family own the property at present. 

1. At the first stage, the floor of the Mosque needs mosaic which will cost Tk. 50,000. Then some 

fruit trees will be planted around the area to help during the flood time to preserve the land from 

soil erosion.  A wall will also be built around the area with small trees to mark the property. 

 

2. The second stage of the Project will be to start a school in the Mosque teaching Bangla, English 

and Math at elementary level to give people basic literacy & numeracy so that they can read the 

newspaper and conduct their business without dependency on others to read simple instructions. 

 

3. The third stage will be to improve the living area of the present house so that visitors can visit 

this beautiful and remote place and see the project for themselves.  The people who live in 

poverty in the Nawab Bari area will find employment by looking after the visitors who come here.  

A bank account has been opened to send money to start the work.  The Account will be 

monitored and reports sent to the donors by Ariful Islam who is the son of Munirul Islam. 

 

This narrative has been compiled and written by Mrs Neaz Ahmed who is the direct descendant of 

Nawab Sirajul Islam.  She is a UK citizen since 1975 and lives in Surrey in England with her family 

and visits Bangladesh every year.  She has retired from her job as a Business Adviser working for 

Merton Council in 2006. She has been the General Secretary of Dhaka Ahsania Mission in UK since 

1995.  The Charity raises funds for education and training in Bangladesh.  Her vision is to provide a 

“Shanti Niketan” (Haven of Peace) in Pearakandi where the local people will be helped to provide 

them with employment.  Eventually it will be a sanctuary for people to visit from the UK and see how 

the poor people live and provide work experience for young people from the UK. 
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